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DECEMBER 18  OFFERTORY         $2,755. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP - December 

 

 In Memory of the Brian Family 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 24 — Vigil of Christmas 

5:30 PM Family Mass with Pageant 

12:00 AM Midnight Mass 

Sunday, December 25 — Christmas Day 

9:00 AM Christmas Mass 

11:30 AM Christmas Mass 

Monday, December 26 

10:00AM Pam Simms 

Tuesday, December 27 

12:10PM In Memory of the Marron Family 

Wednesday, December 28 

12:10 PM Eileen Greeley 

Thursday, December 29 

12:10PM Ann Rouse 

Friday, December 30 

12:10PM In Memory of the Marron Family 

Saturday, December 31 

4:00 PM For the Faithful Departed through the 

  Intercession of Mary 

Sunday, January 1 — Octave Day of Christmas 

9:00 AM Holy Day Mass 

11:30 AM Holy Day Mass 

5:00 PM Holy Day Mass 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
Rev. Daniel C. O’Connell, Pastor 

Organist-Music Director:  Joseph Cipoletta    Parish Secretary:  Fran Ryan 
Faith Formation:  Pat Harris 

 

Tel: 617-523-4342  Parish Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:am-3:00pm  FAX: 617-523-8459 
 

Sacrament of Penance: Sat 3:15pm 

SESQUICENTENNIAL QUESTIONS (see answers 

on opposite page) 

 Two New Questions and Answers This Week 
 

What distinction was achieved by seven boys (aged ten to 

twelve) from Boston on 26 December 1856?  And when did 

Boston vote to close the public schools on Christmas Day? 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION  

CLERGY BENEFIT TRUST 
 

Merry Christmas from all the priests of the Archdiocese of 

Boston.  The only Christmas Collection today supports the 

retirement, medical and financial needs of priests of the 

Archdiocese.  These priests have given their lives to faith-

fully serve Christ, the Church, and you.  Please be generous 

to this important collection.  For more information, please 

visit www.CareForSeniorPriests.org. 

Our 150th Celebration    
 

GALA FUND RAISING DINNER 

Less than a month away! 

Have you got your ticket yet? 
 

WHEN:  JANUARY 20, 2012 TIME: 7:00pm 

WHERE:  MILLENNIUM BOSTONIAN HOTEL 

OUR GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

We are pleased to report a total of $42,427, in pledges and 

donations, to our Grand Annual Appeal to date, 22% of our 

goal of $80,000. Pledge cards and envelopes are available 

in the back of the church.  Thank you for your faith, love 

and generous support!  Through your kindness Jesus' work 

continues. 

You will notice as you pray at the Na-
tivity Scene this year you will see new 
figures that were donated in memory of 
loved ones to help our Christmas scene 
grow.  We thank the families of Agnes 
White Brian, Johnyne Ballenger, John 
Cahill and Arthur Green and ask you to 
keep them in your prayer. 

In Memoriam 
 

Please remember in your prayers Marianne Griffin, a pa-

rishioner of St. Joseph parish who passed away recently.    

May she rest in the Lord’s peace. 



“Please donate all your can tabs to support the Burn  Camp at                

Shriners Hospital in Boston.  You can deposit your can tabs in 

the container at the back of the church near the door.  Thank you 

for your help with this Parish Project.” 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD DECEMBER 25, 2011 
 

 

 
 

A Blessed Christmas to everyone! 
 

On Christmas Eve at the 5:30PM Mass.  Enjoy the 

smiles of our shepherds and angels.  Encourage the 

children to explain how their characters help tell 

the story of our Lord’s birth.  They have learned 

so much this past month! 
  

“Please donate all your can tabs to support the 

Burn Camp at Shriners Hospital in Boston.  You can 

deposit your can tabs in the container at the back 

of the church near the door.  Thank you for your 

help with this Parish Project.” 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THANK YOU!  WE DID IT! 

 Over150(0) items: 199 items have been given to 

the West End Food Bank so far in Advent.  We have been 

showered with thanks from the people at the Food Bank. 

Thank you so much for helping those who aren’t as well 

off.  Jesus asked us to see Him in those who are hungry.  
 

As we end our food drive we are so thankful for your gen-

erous contributions to our West End Food Pantry.  If you 

wish you may still continue to contribute to the food pan-

try. Your contributions may be dropped off at the Library 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:30 to 1:30.  You can 

drop off food there during these times. 

REFLECTIONS FROM  
FATHER CHARLES SHEEHY 

      

  

 St. Paul’s few words tell us a great deal: “Has 
not God made the wisdom of the world foolish?”  He 
might have said, “When it is contrary to that of Jesus 
Christ?” 

 The words are so simple and exact: “I am the 
way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father but through Me.”  We cannot conceive nor form 
our own life. 

 A tiny girl of seven months or so could inspire 
anyone who might meet her.  The beauty of her eyes 
is almost telling us, “God loves me.”  Yet in a way she 
may be presenting a very sad picture. 

 The girl’s mother never knew her own origin, 
where she came from, who conceived her.  She may 
not even know her own child’s father.  Certainly God 
loves mother and father.    

 Our prayer is that somehow or other, as the 
infant grows up, she and her mother may realize how 
much hope and love God has for them. 

 The words of Jesus Christ for any of us from 
the Father always offer inspiration.  He loves all of us.  
May we seek to love Him. 

 

If you are able please say a prayer for this tiny girl that 
somehow she and her mother may find Jesus Christ. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE— 
 

Thanks to all who took  envelopes from our Advent Giving 

Tree. The people of Haiti thank you all for your generosity.    

Your gift of love brightened a child’s Christmas and 

brought Christ’s promise of joy alive to His people. 

OUR CHRISTMAS ALTAR  Thanks to all of you who 

have donated flowers in memory/honor of loved ones.  The 

flowers will help beautify our church and allow us all to 

keep your beloved ones in our prayers. 

The CatholicTV® Network 
 

Christmas Programming 
 

It’s that time of year again! CatholicTV intersperses 

Christmas programming with their regular schedule es-

pecially from Monday, December 19th until New Year’s 

Eve.  All day Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and De-

cember 26, CatholicTV becomes ChristmasTV for 72 

hours of non-stop specials. 
 

Comcast Ch. 268, Verizon Ch. 296,  

Or LIVE online at www.CatholicTV.com What distinction was achieved by seven boys from Boston 

on 26 December 1856?  They were the last boys whipped 

for not attending school Christmas Day.  Girls were never 

whipped. 
.  
When did Boston vote to close the public schools on Christ-

mas Day?  It never did.  Christmas Day classes ceased only 

when it became a Federal holiday in 1870. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PRO-LIFE VIGILWITH CARDI-

NAL SEAN O’MALLEY  - December 31—10pm Adora-

tion—11:30pm Mass at St. Leonard’s Parish, North End, 

Boston.   Social & light refreshments to follow. 
 

This event is for EVERYONE.   Our Country needs your 

witness and your prayers!!! Please join us for this powerful 

night and remember to invite your friends!  This event is 

free and no registration is necessary. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL ANSWERS 


